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1.@ ABSTRACT 

The TC11l DECtape Formatter is a program for marking DECtapes 

-on Unit @ with a standard format of 578.,,, blocks of 256 
1g 1g 

words each. 

2.8 REQUIREMENTS 

A. Minimum configuration PDP~11 

B. TC1l11 DECtape control and at least one transport. 

C. DECtape(s) 

3.8 LOADING PROCEDURE 

The normal procedure for loading Absolute Binary tapes should 

be followed. 

4.9 PRELIMINARY OPERATIONS 

A. Mount a DECtape on Unit @, wrapping enough turns to insure 

tension. 

B. Set the transport On-line with Write Enable on. 

C. Set the TCll WALL and WRTM switches (up). 

e
S
 

5.8 STARTING PROCEDURE 

Load address 6905 and press START. 

6.@ OPERATING PROCEDURE 

A. Once started the program writes all Timing and Mark Track 

information in one forward.pass and then halts at address 

1950. 



B. If the tape has run off the reel, remount it. Reset the 

WRTM switch (down) and press CONTINUE. The tape will back 

out for three blocks, then turn around and write the com- 

plement obverse of the last block number (1181,) in Writeall 

in all data slots until the End Zone is sensed. The tape 

then reverses and writes relevant information in all blocks 

down through 9 in Writeall. 

Cc. The tape then reverses and alternately searches for each 

biock number in sequence then changes to Readall to check 

each block for correct data (@'s). 

D. After all blocks have been verified forward, the tape is 

reversed again and alternately searches for each block 

number in reverse sequence then writes each block to @'s 

in Write Data mode. This insures parity conservation if 

the tape is to be read before being rewritten. 

E. The program then haits at address 2316,- To format another \ 

tape, perform the operations in section 4.9 then press | J” 

CONTINUE. 

7.8 ERRORS 

7.1 ERROR HALT 

Address 3912, is the common error halt. Press CONTINUE to 

proceed from it.



ERROR SWITCHES 

SR15(1)_ Inhibit error halt 

SR14(1) Inhibit error printout 

ERROR PRINTOUTS 

Error printouts consist of: 

A. Address of error. 

'B. Address of subroutine call if error is in a subroutine. 

C. Processor status at time of error. 

D. An error message. 

E. Optional relevant data (Good, Bad, etc.) 
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